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Abercromby should not resign his command. Such a resignation,
he said, would deprive him in a very dangerous moment of a
commander of tried military capacity, and would also add the-
weight of a most respectable opinion c to the representations of
those who are endeavouring to attack the- system which has
been pursued in Ireland.' He urged the English Ministers to-
be as conciliatory as possible towards Abercromby; and he-
wrote to Abercromby declaring Ms full confidence in him,
absolving him from all imputation of having been actuated by a
political motive, expressing a most earnest wish that he should
continue at his post, but at the same time clearly stating his
dissent from one portion of the orders. fi You have had the
candour,' he wrote, ' to acknowledge that you did not consider
the proclamation of May 18 as then in force. There is no-
doubt that until such a proclamation is recalled, or until the
state of the country is so altered that it is a dead letter, the
proclamation exists. Under that proclamation the military
received orders to act without waiting for the civil magistrate-.
. . . That necessity exists, and since it does exist, it appears
to me that the proclamation must be acted on.'l

If it was, as Pelham stated, the object of Clare and Foster
to c get rid of Abercromby,' that object was most easily attained.
He had accepted the command with great reluctance, and he-
was not a man who would acquiesce with the smallest patience
in the censure of his superiors or the restriction of his powers.
On the very clay on which he received the letter from Camden
he sent in his resignation, and all the efforts of Camden and
Dundas were unable to induce him to withdraw it. c I feel the
most perfect conviction/ he wrote to Dundas,c that the principal
members of Lord Camden's Cabinet have lost their confidence,
if they ever had any, in me; that they did during my absence
attempt my ruin by machinations here and in* England, is a
matter beyond all doubt.'2 In two private letters to relations
lie threw off the reticence required1 in official correspondence, and
stated his case with a clearness that leaves nothing to be desired.
s The struggle,' he said, c has been, in the first place, whether I
was to have the command of the army really or nominally, and

1 Camden to "Portland, March 15,          2 Dunfermliiie's   Alercromby,
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